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PROGRAM FOR 17—23 APRIL 2016

SUNDAY 5th Sunday of Lent—St Mary of Egypt— Mark 10: 32-45

17 APRIL e 7.30-11.00am
Orthros and Divine Liturgy

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR AGES 5 TO 17 YEARS TAKES PLACE
STRAIGHT AFTER HOLY COMMUNION. CLASSES TAKE PLACE
IN THE DOWNSTAIRS ROOMS BEHIND THE CHURCH. BRING
YOUR CHILDREN ALONG TO LEARN ABOUT THEIR ORTHODOX
FAITH AND GOD’S LOVE FOR EACH ONE OF US.

MONDAY + 10.00am : :

: ho ntact :

18 APRIL Mesting of Elderly Citizens in Church Hall : Telephone Co :
* 6.00pm Numbers

Service of Great Compline
St Vasilios Church

TUESDAY e 6.00pm 9387 7693
19 APRIL Service of Great Compline Fr Athanasios
* 7.00pm N _ : 9383 4151
Parishes of St Vasilios and the Presentation of our Lord,
Coburg Youth Group will meet in our Church Hall. The : Website: :
meeting will begin with the Compline Service in English. i stvasiliosbrunwick.com :

Young Adults and Married Couples Bible Study Group
—in downstairs bu||d|ng behind the Church. Jeresssresessnsansiasairanaanaaies E

WEDNESDAY * 8.00—9.30am Fr. Athanasios
20 APRIL Service of Presanctified Liturgy i and

e 6.00pm Fr. Ephraim
Service of Great Compline i .

: are available

THURSDAY e 6.00pm : at the Church

21 APRIL Service of Great Compline : ) :
: every Monday to Friday :
FRIDAY e 6.00pm : between :
22 APRIL Service of Great Compline i 4.00and 6.00pm
SATURDAY e 7.00- 10.00am _ for Holy Confession and
23 APRIL Orthros and Divine Liturgy any spiritual need.
e 3.45pm : :
Saturday Of Lazarus Service Of VeSperS .....................................

St George, Great-Martyr

WORDS FROM THE CHURCH FATHERS

The saints were people like all of us. Many of them came out of great sins, but by repentance they attained
the Kingdom of Heaven. And everyone who comes there comes through repentance, which the merciful

Lord has given us through His sufferings.
- St. Silouan the Athonite, Writings

Do not forsake prayer, for just as the body becomes weak when it is deprived of food, so also the soul when

it is deprived of prayer draws nigh to weakness and noetic death.
- St. Gennadius of Constantinople, The Golden Chain

.........................................................................................................................................................................................

INVITATION

GOOD FRIDAY CHOIR PRACTISE FOR EKQMIA (LAMENTATIONS) WILL BE TAKING PLACE EVERY
SUNDAY STRAIGHT AFTER THE DIVINE LITURGY - UPSTAIRS INSIDE THE CHURCH.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO JOIN OUR CHOIR.



ON THE SUNDAY OF ST. MARY OF EGYPT

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

At the end of the coming week Great Lent will be over. Next Saturday is Lazarus Saturday, which is followed by
Palm Sunday, the Entry of our Lord into Jerusalem, and then by Passion Week. However, today we commemorate
another entry into Jerusalem, not the Entry into Jerusalem of our Lord, but the entry into Jerusalem of Mary of
Egypt. Who was she and what is her significance today?

Born in Alexandria in Egypt in the middle of the fifth century, as a young girl Mary fell into the vice of prostitution.
For seventeen years, from the age of 12 until the age of 29, she lived the life of a harlot. However, once finding
herself in Jerusalem, out of curiosity, she went to see the Precious Cross of Christ. She found that she was unable
to enter the church where St Helen had placed the Cross, for some invisible force prevented her from entering in.
So frightened was she at this that she asked the Mother of God through an icon at the entrance to the church, why
this was. The Mother of God replied to her that Mary first needed to repent and obey her. Only after promising to
do this was Mary allowed to enter the church in Jerusalem. After then entering and venerating the Cross, Mary
heard the Mother of God telling her: 'lf you cross the Jordan, you will find true peace'.

So shaken was Mary by these events that she did indeed forsake all her old life and, having taken communion,
she crossed the Jordan, and went to live there in the desert. We do not know the exact details of her day-to-day
life, but we do know that she dwelt there as a hermitess, eating plants, living in torments and struggle with pas-
sionate thoughts, and eventually obtaining the grace to work miracles, crossing the Jordan as if on dry land. She
lived naked and became withered and emaciated, as we can see in the icon of her, but nevertheless she survived
there for some forty-eight years. Then she was discovered by a pious monk, Zosimas, who is portrayed in the icon
together with her. It was to him that she related her life which we have today.

The Life of St Mary teaches us many things. Perhaps the first and most obvious lesson we can learn from her is
that we should never judge, never pre-judge. Who will be saved? It is impossible to answer this question, for it is
never too late to repent, even for us. Humanly speaking, when we consider the life of Mary until her twenty-ninth
year, we might think that salvation had become impossible for her. And yet the service to her calls her 'the great-
est of saints'. Humanly speaking, we are condemned; but by the grace of God everything, including the height of
repentance, is possible. No man has the right to judge another.

The Life of St Mary of Egypt also teaches us something about human nature. In each of us there is the desire for
worldly pleasures, for amusement and entertainment, for food and drink, for the pleasures of the senses. But there
is also the desire for pleasures of a higher sort, pleasures that are lasting, which we may call joys. Those joys are
so much higher than the fleeting pleasures of the senses that they alone constitute the path to lasting happiness.
Societies which are devoted only to the satisfaction of the pleasures of the senses, pleasure-seeking societies, are
societies without lasting joys, they are full of sad faces.

The Life of St Mary teaches us that the values of the Church are quite different from those of the world. She went
out into the desert and had nothing, no friends, no home, no possessions, no clothes and hardly any food and
drink. The world looked for pleasure, the satisfaction of the senses, money and power, but St Mary was money-
less and powerless in the world. Today's Gospel confirms the choice of St Mary, for it says that those who wish to
be great must be servants. This is upside down from all the ways of this world. But our Lord preached this and like
Him St Mary lived this.

Indeed, as we have already said, the Church calls St Mary 'the greatest of saints'. The use of this word 'great' may
surprise. In everyday life, we use 'great' in other meanings. The world speaks of 'great politicians', 'great soldiers',
great film-stars', 'great performances by sportsmen', 'a great holiday', 'a great car', 'a great amount of money'. But
the Church calls St Mary 'great' and a thousand and a half years after she lived we ask for her prayers, but not for
those of any politician or soldier or film-star or sportsman. Let us think more carefully before next we utter this
word 'great'.

And as this last week of Great Lent begins, let us also ponder on the words of the Mother of God, which led Mary
to her salvation through repentance and her greatness: 'lf you cross the Jordan, you will find true peace'. These
mysterious words are today also addressed to each of us; the interpretation of their mystery is open to the souls of
each of us, but only if we ask the Mother of God and St Mary to guide us. And then we shall find our own 'entry
into Jerusalem'.

Holy Mother Mary, pray to God for us!  Amen.

Orthodox England
Archpriest Andrew Phillips



http://www.orthodoxengland.org.uk/sermmoeg.htm
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