
 SUNDAY 

20  AUGUST 

 

11th Sunday of Matthew - Matthew 18: 23—35    

 7.30– 11.00am 

    Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

 

 SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CLASSES   FOR  ALL  AGES                                                                                         

(A free voluntary program organised by the Church) 

Lessons take place in the building behind the church and begin at the time of Holy Communion until  Church        
dismissal.  We have classes for ages ranging from 5yrs to teenage years.                                                                           

Lessons are taught in a relaxed, friendly environment.   

Please bring your children along to learn of their rich Orthodox faith  

and come close to God and His Love. 

MONDAY 

21  AUGUST 

     9.00am 

       Service of Holy Unction 

     10.00am 

      Meeting of Elderly Citizens in Church Hall.   

TUESDAY 

22 AUGUST 

 

 7.00pm 

     Parishes of St Vasilios and the Presentation of our Lord,  

Coburg Youth Group will meet in Coburg Church Hall. The  meeting       

will begin with the Compline Service in English.   

WEDNESDAY 

23  AUGUST 

Apodosis of the  Dormition 

of the Theotokos 

 7.00– 9.30am 

    Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

THURSDAY 

24  AUGUST 

St Kosmas of Aitola 

 7.00– 9.30am 

    Orthros and Divine Liturgy 

SATURDAY   

26  AUGUST 

 3.45pm 

    Service of Vespers 

SUNDAY  27 AUGUST GOSPEL READING:  MATTHEW  19: 16-26     

EPISTLE READING:  1CORINTHIANS 15: 1-11 
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St Vasilios Church 

9387 7693 
 

Fr Athanasios 
9383 4151 

 
Fr Ephraim 

0490 378 215 
 
 

Website:   
stvasiliosbrunswick.com 

 
Fr. Athanasios   

and 
Fr. Ephraim 

 
 are available  
at the  Church 

 
every Monday to Friday  

between  
4.00 and 6.00pm  

 

for Holy Confession and 
any spiritual need. 

WORDS  FROM  THE  CHURCH  FATHERS  

                                                                                             Panagia tou Harou  
 
Panagia of Harou is the name of the unique icon which depicts the Virgin Mary cradling the crucified Christ, rather than 
the Christ child, hence its name (haros in Greek means "death"). This icon is found in the Church of St. John the Theo-
logian in Leipsi, Greece. The annual commemoration of the icon takes place on August 23 when the island of Leipsi fills 
with pilgrims from all over the Dodecanese, to witness the procession of the icon around the entire island and see the 
annual blossoming of the dead bouquet of lilies on the icon. 
In 1943, during the Nazi Occupation, a family whose home was adjacent to the church tried faithfully and respectfully to 
save some of its meagre supply of oil in order to light the Virgin's vigil light. On the 25th of March 1943, the feast day of 
the Annunciation, the family’s youngest daughter left six white lilies in front of the Panagia's icon, together with a prayer 
for a speedy liberation of the country. The lilies wilted, then in August the flowers started to revive and on the 23rd of 
August they had sprouted 12 new buds and gave off a beautiful fragrance. 
Ever since then, this miracle is repeated every year, except the year of the death of that devout young woman who first 
brought the flowers to the church. In spring, the devotees put lilies on the icon and the flowers are left there to wither.   
In an inexplicable way, the withered branches start giving buds and on the day of the celebration, they blossom and  
become fragrant. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leipsoi


         Forgiving Others as Christ Forgives Us: Homily for the 11th Sunday of Matthew in the Orthodox Church 

Matthew 18:23-35 
 

            If you are like me, there are times that you realize that you have wanted for yourself something that you were not willing to 
give others.  It is so easy for us all to fall into the self-centeredness of seeing things only from our own point of view, of focusing on 
our own needs and desires to the point that we treat others quite poorly and become hypocrites.   As we can see from today’s gospel 
text, Jesus Christ addressed this common human failing in a memorable and disturbing parable that applies to us all when we refuse 
to forgive others.   
            A servant owed his ruler more money than he could possibly earn in his entire life.  When he could not pay, the master was 
ready to sell him and his entire family in order to cover the debt.  But the servant begged for more time to pay, and the master 
showed mercy even beyond his request.  He actually forgave the huge debt; the man owed nothing and he and his family were safe 
from punishment.  How tremendously relieved and grateful the man must have been.  
            Then that same servant found another servant who owed him a much smaller sum of money.  Since that man did not have 
enough to pay the debt, the first servant had him put in prison until he could pay.  He refused to show him any mercy at all.  When 
word of his response reached the king, he was furious that the man to whom he had shown such tremendous mercy would not even 
be patient with his fellow servant.  So the king put the first servant in prison until he could pay all that he owed.  Jesus Christ con-
cluded this parable with the harsh warning:  “So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not for-
give his brother his trespasses.” 
            This parable gets our attention because we all find it hard to forgive at least some of the people who have wronged or offend-
ed us.  Sometimes we enjoy holding grudges against others; perhaps we get a perverse boost to our ego by thinking that we are 
better than someone else, that we are somehow justified in looking down on them.  Sometimes we hate the fact that we hold grudg-
es.  We may not want to remember bad things about other people, but unpleasant memories play over and over in our minds and we 
feel powerless to stop them.  
            Like everything else in the Christian life, forgiveness is a journey, a process of growth as we share more fully in the life of 
Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Notice that the Lord concluded the parable by saying that we must forgive our brothers from 
our hearts, from the depths of our souls.  Though it may be a necessary first step, it is not enough simply to put on a good face and 
stop saying angry words and behaving badly toward someone who has wronged us.  The goal is to be fully reconciled with them, to 
forgive and forget, to show them the same love and mercy that the Lord has shown to us with a pure and whole heart.   
            Even as we always want God to forgive us when we sin, there is no limit to the forgiving, reconciling love that He calls us to 
give our enemies.  When St. Peter asked how many times he was to forgive his brother who sinned against him, maybe seven times, 
Christ said, no, ‘seventy times seven.”  In other words, we should always forgive; there is never a point where the Christian becomes 
justified in judging, condemning, and refusing to show mercy. Surely, we all have a long way to go in fulfilling that commandment.   
            In order not to give up and despair about our struggle to forgive others, we have to remember what it means to be in 
Christ.  Most fundamentally, to be a Christian means to participate personally in the life of the Holy Trinity by grace.  Jesus Christ 
brings us into eternal life such that we partake in His victory over sin and death.  The holiness, mercy, and love of the Lord become 
active in us, become characteristic of us as unique persons, as we share more fully in His life.   

The more we find healing and transformation in Him, the more we will extend His forgiveness to those who have wronged 
us.  If we refuse to do so, however, we refuse Christ and refuse to participate in His mercy.  When we refuse Him, we condemn only 
ourselves.  

In moments of anger and pain, it is usually much easier to judge, hate, and condemn than to love and forgive.  Ever since 
the fall of Adam and Eve, we human beings have distorted our relationships with one another, allowing fear, judgment, and insecurity 
to divide us.  Early in the book of Genesis, their descendent Lamech brags that he will avenge himself seventy-seven fold.  In other 
words, he was like a mobster or a terrorist who loved to shed blood and never showed mercy to anyone.  While our desire for re-
venge surely does not go as far as that, we do find it almost impossible to forgive seventy times seven as Christ forgives us.  

Like any other area of weakness in the Christian life, our struggle to forgive must begin with an honest acknowledgement 
before God that we hold a grudge against someone else, that we have not forgiven that person.  Even as we ask for God’s for-
giveness, we should ask for His help in being reconciled and forgiving completely whatever wrong has been done.  We must also 
pray for those who have offended us, asking God’s blessings on them.  And when we are tempted to remember what they have done 
or to judge them, we must immediately turn our attention to the Jesus Prayer and remembrance of our own need for mercy and for-
giveness from the Lord and from those whom we have offended throughout the course of our lives.  We need to recognize that we 
are not the blameless judges of others, but those who stand in constant need of grace, mercy, and healing together with those who 
have wronged us.  

It is a long struggle, but if we consistently turn away from unholy thoughts, we know that they will lose their power over 
us.  “Resist the devil and he will flee from you.” (James 4:7) The less attention we give to our temptations, the more they will dimin-
ish.  Overtime, we will grow in forgiveness from our hearts and learn to replace grudges and resentment with love, to be at peace 
with our enemies, as much as it depends on us.  

The challenge is greater, of course, if the others involved in these relationships continue offending us and acting like our 
enemies.  Many would tell us that we are fools to keep forgiving someone a second, third, or fourth time.  But remember what the 
one who told us to forgive seventy-times seven said from the cross, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.”  There is 
no limit to the forgiving love of Jesus Christ.  And if we are in Him, there can be no limit on our forgiveness either.  We who want His 
mercy must show it to others.  Otherwise, we reject Him and condemn ourselves. 

It may be impossibly hard for us to remember when we are angry with someone, but every human being bears the image of 
God.  In that we have done it to anyone, we have done it to Him.  Few of us have the spiritual health and vision to see the Lord’s 
image even in those who have offended us.  But we must remember the words of St. John:  “If someone says, ‘I love God,’ and 
hates his brother, he is a liar.”  (1 John 4:20) It is only by the power of the Holy Spirit in our hearts and souls that we will find the 
strength to stop lying in this way, to treat others as we would treat our Lord Himself.   

Obviously, Christ has done us no wrong; we need His forgiveness, not the other way round.  The more we share in His life, 
the more we will share in His love by forgiving those who have wronged us.  We fool only ourselves by thinking that we may accept 
His mercy without also showing that mercy to those who have wronged us.  It is time for us all to put on Christ and relate to others as 
He relates to us.  If we refuse that calling, we hurt only ourselves.  But if we embrace that calling, we will play our unique role in the 
salvation of the world.           
Fr. Philip LeMasters  

https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/easternchristianinsights/author/easternchristianinsights/

