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SUNDAY 16 OCTOBER 4th SUNDAY OF LUKE, 7th ECUMENICAL COUNCIL, Luke 8: 5-15
e 7.30am
Orthros and Divine Liturgy

2022 SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR ALL AGES
(A free voluntary program organised by the Church)
Lessons take place in the building behind the church and begin at 10.30am until Church dismissal.

TG‘GP'\OM Contact We have classes for ages ranging from 5yrs to teenage years. Lessons are taught in a relaxed, friendly environment.
Numbers Please bring your children along to learn of their rich Orthodox faith and come close to God and His Love.
MONDAY 17 OCTOBER e 9.00am
gta \slgs;lsl%sachurch Service of Holy Unction
e 10.00am
;glskgl:{lsafbs Meeting of Elderly Citizens in Church Hall
Fr Ephraim TUESDAY 18 OCTOBER e 7.30am
0490 378 215 St Luke the Evangelist Orthros and Divine Liturgy
Website: WEDNESDAY 19 OCTOBER e 5.00pm

stvasiliosbrunswick.com Paraklesis to the Theotokos

THURSDAY 20 OCTOBER e 7.30am

Fr Athanasios and . .
St Gerasimos of Cephalonia Orthros and Divine Liturgy

Fr Ephraim are available
at the Church every

e 8.00—9.00
Monday to Friday pm

between 4.00 and 6.00pm TEENAGE YOUTH G_ROUP_
. (In Church Hall upstairs behind Church)
for Holy Confession and
any spiritual need. ALL TEENAGERS WELCOME
SUNDAY 23 OCTOBER GOSPEL READING: Luke 8: 27-39

EPISTLE READING: Galatians 1: 11-19

Martyr Longinus the Centurion, who stood at the Cross of the Lord - Commemorated on 16 October
Troparion

Longinus, you beheld the King of Glory / who was nailed to the Cross, yet shone on those in darkness. / You were enlightened by
His rays and became a martyr / and save those who cry: / Glory to Him who gave you strength! / Glory to Him who granted you
a crown! / Glory to Him who through you grants healing to all!

[ + —_—

The Holy Prophet Joel — 19 October

Nothing certain is known of the life of the holy Prophet Joel outside of his book of the Old Testament. The Book of Joel is very
short, but contains a very important prophecy relating to the events that occurred on Pentecost: “I will pour out My Spirit upon all
flesh; your sons and daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions” (Joel 3:1).
The promise of the Holy Spirit is followed by a prophecy that the good news shall be proclaimed by those whom the Lord calls. This
perhaps heralds the evangelisation of the gentiles which is recorded in the Book of Acts.

The central message of the Book is that “the day of The Lord draws near” (Joel 1:15) and that repentance is needed. The Prophet
calls for the trumpet to sound in Zion and for a proclamation to be made in the mountain. All must be made aware of the darkness
and gloom that is to come. He calls for the people to turn back to God with all their hearts because He is merciful and compassion-
ate. Repentance will save the Lord’s people from captivity. The captivity of the unrepentant is relevant for us as it was for the Isra-
elites. Put simply, it means that if we fail to repent for our sins, then we become slaves to our own pride and we become confident
that God is not necessary in our lives. Joel’s message that the day of the Lord is near, is never old. Those that are unrepentant will
not be ready for judgment and their mourning will be too late. We should mourn for our sins and ask for forgiveness, not out of
fear of God’s judgment, but because without such repentance we will be caught up in the captivity and blindness of our own pride.



4th SUNDAY OF LUKE Luke 8: 5-15

SEED AND SOIL

“And some fell into good soil and grew, and yielded a hundredfold” (Luke 8:8)

A seed contains a miracle. When you look at it from the outside, or touch it, it appears hard, dry, perhaps even dead and incapable of pro-
ducing anything. But place it in the ground, give it water and warmth, and life begins to stir. The outer shell dies but the inner kernel comes
alive by the mysterious forces of growth. The inner powers of the kernel are released when the seed is in proper soil and receives ade-
quate moisture. The kernel germinates and new life begins. As long as nourishment is provided, growth continues. From the seed comes a
flower, a plant, or a tree, each of which was present only potentially in the seed.

Is the miracle of growth manifest in human beings, too? Yes, by all means. Not only our physical being but also our spiritual being has the
potential of miraculous growth. Physical growth is practically spontaneous and automatic. Yet physical growth, too, requires adequate
nourishment and suitable environment. Spiritual growth is neither spontaneous nor automatic. Spiritual growth requires the exercise of
personal freedom through intellectual, moral and spiritual decisions, commitments and actions. But spiritual growth, too, surely needs a
proper environment and constant nourishment to flourish.

In the Parable of the Sower (Lk 8:5-15), Jesus teaches that both seed and soil are necessary for growth. Both seed and soil need proper

interaction to produce satisfying crop. The seed is likened to the word of God. The soil is the life and heart of each human being. The para-
ble tells us that much seed is lost when falling into unreceptive soil. However, when seed and soil connect and interact properly, astonish-
ing growth occurs. “And some fell into good soil and grew, and yielded a hundredfold.”

What do we mean by the seed of the word of God? What is God’s “word?” Any human word, spoken or written, conveys meaning. Many
words together express a message, various forms of communication from one person to another. Words and messages reflect the mind
and character of the one from whom they come.

In a similar way, God’s word is God’s utterance, God’s speech, God’s message. God’s words convey precious knowledge that God wants
human beings to know and live by. “| am the Lord your God; you shall have no other gods before me” (Ex 20:2-3). “Seek first God’s king-
dom and his righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you” (Mt 6:33). “Love one another as | have loved you” (Jn 13:34).
“Whoever would be great among you must be your servant; for the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve and to give His life for
many” (Mt 20:26-28).

All those divine words are not merely abstract principles, arbitrarily established, just to test human obedience and keep people in their
place. Rather, they make up essential instruction that is intrinsic to human nature. They are food and drink natural to our humanity as per-
sonal and moral beings created in the image and likeness of God. When those divine words are whole-heartedly embraced and faithfully
practiced, they become “life-bearing” and “life-giving.” They generate light and life because they guide to right and harmonious relation-
ships between God and people, between people and people, as well as between people and creation. They are like seeds which, when

falling into good soil, grow and yield a hundredfold.

Do you recall some biblical verses about the importance of God’s word? When Jesus was hungry, He was tempted to turn stones into
bread. But He rejected the temptation and said: “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of
God” (Mt 4:4). Upon finishing the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus declared: “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them
will be like a wise man who built his house upon the rock; and the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat upon that
house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock” (Mt 7:24-25). At a time of crisis, Jesus asked His disciples: “Do you also
wish to go away?” Simon Peter replied: “Lord to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life” (Jn 6:67-68)!

Moreover, God’s word is not only instruction and guidance. God’s word discloses God’s character and power. God’s word both announces
and enacts who God is, what He has done, and what He is doing even now. God cannot be separated from His word. God’s word is al-
ways the vehicle of God’s holy presence and creative power. In Genesis we read that God said: “Let there be light!” And there was light.”
The prophets in the Old Testament likened God’s word to a powerful hammer that strikes and breaks rock, that is, the hardness of human
hearts and the hardness of human communities, in judgment and for healing. The Book of Hebrews declares: “The word of God is living
and active, sharper than a two-edged sword, piercing to soul and spirit, ... and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart” (Heb
4:12).

Even more astonishing is that Christ himself, according to the New Testament, is the Word of God— Logos Theou—the supreme self-
revelation of God—who God is, what He has done, and what He continues to do today. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God ... In Him was light and the light was the life of all people. And the light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it” (Jn 1:1-5).

Of course those words point to the core message of the Christian faith, the good news of the gospel. The good news is that God in Christ
has broken humanity’s bondage to the powers of sin, evil, and death. God in Christ actualizes His love and forgiveness for sinners. God in
Christ offers to every man and woman a new start, a new order of life, a life of grace and truth. Because of the divine nature and blessings
of the gospel, St. Paul variously calls the gospel itself the word of God, the word of Christ, the word of grace, the word of reconciliation, the
word of truth. When the gospel of Christ is wholeheartedly announced, the announcement does not merely inform but also mediates Christ
and His blessings. Christ in His holiness and power is present in His word. When the good news is heard and embraced, human hearts are
stirred and human lives change. The gospel “is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes” (Rom 1:16). When falling into
good soil, the gospel takes root and grows, and yields a hundredfold.

Nevertheless, if the soil is not conducive to growth, the seed of the word of God remains inactive and powerless. Seeds cannot take root
on the hard path. Seeds cannot last in rocky ground lacking adequate moisture. Seeds cannot flourish among weeds. Jesus tells us (Lk
8:11-15) that the hard path is a faithless heart, a heart that hears but pays no true heed to God’s word. The rocky ground is a heart that
initially receives God’s word but later loses endurance when trials and temptation come. The soil with weeds is a heart filled with worldly
cares and distractions that seem to swallow up God’s word. Lack of faith, lack of endurance, and lack of spiritual focus—those indeed are
the negative elements of the infertile soil that cancel out the miracle of the seed. We know all about those elements because we face them
every day. We need to be humbly mindful that all of us at various times have exemplified the hard path, the rocky ground, or the soil with
weeds.

What we need much more is to concentrate on building up good soil. Christ the Sower is forever faithful, enduring, and active through his
mighty and life-giving word. What men and women need to do is respond in kind; to offer to Him the soil of “an honest and good heart” (Lk
8:15). The parable clearly identifies the negative elements of the unproductive soil—lack of faith, lack of endurance, lack of spiritual focus.
But the parable also powerfully suggests the opposite elements, the contrasting positive qualities of the honest and good heart. Those are
lively faith, patient endurance, and the focus of an active Christian worldview. The Lord warned: “He who has ears to hear, let him
hear” (Lk 8:8). But the Lord also gives assurance that, when falling on good soil, the seed of God’s word takes deep root, grows bountifully
and yields blessings beyond imagination. Praise, thanksgiving, and glory be to Christ the eternal Sower. Amen.

Fr. Theodore Stylianopoulos
Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology, Brookline, MA. Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America



