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Parish Information Bulletin

27 November—3 December 2022

SUNDAY 27 NOVEMBER 13th SUNDAY OF LUKE, Luke 18: 18-27
e 7.30am
Orthros and Divine Liturgy

2022 SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR ALL AGES

(A free voluntary program organised by the Church)

Lessons take place in the building behind the church and begin at 10.30am until Church dismissal.
We have classes for ages ranging from 5yrs to teenage years. Lessons are taught in a relaxed, friendly environment.

TG‘GPMM Contact Please bring your children along to learn of their rich Orthodox faith and come close to God and His Love.
Numbers
MONDAY 28 NOVEMBER e 9.00am

st Vasilios Church Service of Holy Unction
9387 7693 e 10.00am
Fr Athanasios Meeting of Elderly Citizens in Church Hall
9383 4151
Fr Ephraim WEDNESDAY 30 NOVEMBER |e 7.30am
0490 378 215 Apostle St Andrew, Orthros and Divine Liturgy

. the First Called e 5.00pm
Website: Paraklesis to the Theotokos

stvasiliosbrunswick.com

THURSDAY 1 DECEMBER e 8.00—9.00pm

Fr Athanasios and - TEENAGE YOUTH GROUP

Fr Ephraim are available (In Church Hall upstairs behind Church)
at the Church every ALL TEENAGERS WELCOME
Monday to Friday

between 4.00 and 6.00pm FRIDAY 2 DECEMBER e 7.30am

for Holy Confession and St Porphyrios the Kafsokalyvites Orthros and Divine Liturgy

any spiritual need.
SUNDAY 4 DECEMBER GOSPEL READING: Luke 13:10-17
EPISTLE READING: Galatians 3: 23—4:5

30 November: St. Andrew the First-Called Apostle

He was the son of Jonah and brother of Peter, born in Bethsaida and a fisherman by profession. He was the first
disciple of St. John the Baptist, but, when John pointed to the Lord Jesus and said: ‘Behold the Lamb of
God’ (John 1:36), St. Andrew left his first teacher and followed Christ. After that, Andrew brought his brother Pe-
ter to the Lord. After the descent of the Holy Spirit, it fell to the lot of the first of Christ's apostles, St. Andrew, to
preach the Gospel in Byzantium and Thrace, then in the lands along the Danube, in Russia and around the Black
Sea, and finally in Epirus, Greece and the Peloponnese, where he suffered. In Byzantium, he installed St. Sta-
chys as its first bishop; in Kiev he raised the Cross on high and prophesied a Christian future for the Russian
people; in Thrace, Epirus, Greece and the Peloponnese, he brought many people to the faith and gave them
bishops and priests. In the city of Patras he performed many wonders in the name of Christ and brought many to
the Lord, among whom were the brother and wife of the imperial governor, Aegeatus. Aegeatus, infuriated by
this, put Andrew to torture and then crucified him. While he was still alive on the cross, the Apostle of Christ
taught the Christians who were gathered round him. The people wanted to take him down from the cross, but he
would not let them. Finally, the Apostle gave his holy soul into God’s hands. Thus the first-called Apostle, who
first of the twelve Great Apostles came to know the Lord and followed Him, finished his earthly course. St. An-
drew suffered for his Lord in the year 62. His relics were translated to Constantinople, but his head was later tak-
en to Rome and one hand to Moscow.

Elder Porphyrios—2 December
Apolytikion:

The son of Evia, the Elder of All Greeks, the initiate of Divine Vision and true friend of Christ. Porphyrios, o faithful, let
us praise who from childhood was filled with Divine gifts, the demonized are redeemed and the sick are healed who cry
out: “Glory to Him who gave His might to you! Glory to Him who made you Holy! Glory to Him, who, through you, effects
cures for all.”



13th SUNDAY OF LUKE, Luke 18: 18-27

In just about any activity, we can get so caught up in following the rules that we miss the larger point. Sometimes
we do that due to our own pride, our sense that we simply have to achieve perfection in order to be worthwhile. Of course,
what we are really showing then is that we think that it is all about us and our ability to be right by our own standards. But
when circumstances arise that make clear that it is not all about us and that we are not perfect, it can lay us low. That is
exactly what happened to the rich man who encountered Jesus Christ in today’s gospel lesson.

He was certainly not looking for someone to burst his bubble, for he had apparently convinced himself that he had
fulfilled all God’s commandments since childhood. So the Lord opened his eyes to his true spiritual weakness. He told him
to sell all his possessions, give the proceeds to the poor, and follow Him. That made the man very sad because he loved
his money. It had probably never entered the man’s mind that he had a problem with loving his wealth too much. He had
likely never thought that his riches posed any spiritual problems for him at all, for the conventional wisdom in that time and
place was that riches were a sign of God’s favour. He was not aware that he was more attached to them than to God. But
because of this hard teaching from the Lord, his eyes were opened a bit to his own imperfection, and he did not like what he
saw.

It is unfortunately easy for people who are familiar with the requirements and practices of any religion to fool them-
selves into thinking that they have mastered it. We avoid the truth about ourselves by thinking that we have done all that
we could possibly do and, therefore, have earned God’s favour and blessing in ways that others have not. St. Paul opposed
Judaizers who wanted to require Gentile converts to be circumcised and obey the Old Testament law because he was
afraid that doing so would lead Christians to trust in their own ability to justify themselves, to earn salvation by doing enough
good works. In contrast, he knew that the Son of God died and rose again in order to conquer sin and death, in order save
us in a way that we could not possibly earn or achieve by ourselves. “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and
this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God—not because of works, lest any man should boast.”

We need to hear this message from St. Paul because we have probably become comfortable and content with our
present level of spiritual devotion and religious activity. Even when our minds are elsewhere, we may still say the words of
our daily prayers, read the Scriptures, or attend services. We may fast, give to the Church and the needy, or prepare for
Communion and Confession by simply going through the motions that have become so familiar to us over the years. We
may even pat ourselves on the back for our piety and look down upon others whom we judge as godless. If we have come
to think of our faith as simply a collection of habits that we repeat over and over in order to earn something from the Lord,
then we have fallen into a spiritual fantasy, an illusion that has very little to do with God and everything to do with our
pride. If that is the case, then we have too much in common with the man in today’s gospel reading who thought that he
had mastered all the commandments.

And like him, we need to be brought back to reality by a prophetic word that shocks us out of our complacen-
cy. This time of year, our wake-up call is the Nativity Fast. For if we are to become holy temples that are prepared to re-
ceive our Saviour at His birth, we cannot remain captive to our illusions that we have achieved righteousness by simply do-
ing this or that or having our names on the membership roll of our parish. Instead, we must know from the depths of our
souls our complete reliance on the mercy and grace of our Saviour, who came to call not the righteous, but sinners, to re-
pentance. We must know our own sickness and weakness in order to receive the divine therapy that brings health and
strength beyond our own ability.

During this season of preparation to welcome our Lord at Christmas, we must embrace spiritual disciplines that help
us know from our hearts why He became one of us for our salvation. Instead of mindlessly mouthing words or simply trying
to make ourselves feel a certain way, we must persistently stand in the presence of God, with our souls fully open to Him, in
daily prayer. We should concentrate our attention on the words of the prayers as a tool for being more fully present to
Him. This will be a struggle, for there is much in all of us that does not want to be in personal communion with the
Lord. And even as those who are not in good physical condition find it hard to exercise, we who are spiritually weak will
have to struggle mightily in order to turn from our distractions and desires in order to give ourselves to Him each day in fo-
cused prayer.

When we find our minds wandering or realize that we have forgotten to pray at the usual times, we should turn to
the simple words of the Jesus Prayer: “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” We are all able to fo-
cus our minds on those words as we open our hearts to the Lord in humility, even if only briefly. Praying in this way is far
better than doing what the rich man did when he realized that he could not easily obey Christ’'s command. He went away in
sorrow; in other words, it appears that he just gave up. In contrast, we must never give up. When our eyes are opened to
our own weakness and imperfection, we must channel our sense of guilt or failure toward true repentance, for humbly reori-
enting ourselves to the Saviour. To do so, we must have the strength not to cave in to our prideful inclination to run away
from disciplines that reveal our brokenness, that show us how imperfect we are. No, we must realize that it is not all about
us or our success in doing anything. Remember St. Paul’s words: “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and
this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God—not because of works, lest any man should boast.” Instead of running away
due to hurt pride over our failures, we must learn from them the true nature of our spiritual state and use that awareness to
open our hearts to the Lord as best we can with a humble plea for mercy.

The same is true about giving generously of our resources and attention to the needy and lonely in Advent. The
Lord gave no general command to sell all that we have and give it to the poor, but He certainly warned all against the grave
spiritual dangers of loving money, hoarding our resources, and neglecting our hungry, sick, and poor neighbours. No mat-
ter how much or how little we have in terms of worldly goods, we all struggle with being as generous with our resources and
attention as we should. All of us can find ways to put the needs of others before our own during this season, even if
through very small acts of self-denial. Remember that the point is not to be perfect by our own prideful standards, but to
manifest our Lord’s mercy as best we are able. And when we recognize how selfish we are before the unmet needs of oth-
ers, that is a good time for the Jesus Prayer also.

Instead of pretending that we are perfectly holy or turning away from Christ in sadness due to hurt pride, let us turn
to Him in humble repentance, honestly recognizing our brokenness and imperfection, even as we trust in His grace. Let us
embrace the disciplines of this season with joy, for they will give us the spiritual clarity to see that the Messiah born at
Christmas comes to do for us what we could never do for ourselves. “For by grace you have been saved through faith; and
this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God—not because of works, lest any man should boast.” Let us use this fast to
prepare to receive our gracious Saviour with the fear of God and faith and love.

Father Philip LeMasters
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