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Telephone Contact

Numbers

St Vasilios Church
9387 7693

Fr Athanasios
9383 4151

Fr Ephraim
0490 378 215

Website:
stvasiliosbrunswick.com

Fr Athanasios and

Fr Ephraim are available
at the Church every
Monday to Friday
between 4.00 and 6.00pm
for Holy Confession and
any spiritual need.
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Program for 2—8 July 2023

m ! SUNDAY 2 JuLY

4th SUNDAY OF MATTHEW, Matthew 8: 5-13
7.30am
Orthros and Divine Liturgy

2023 SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR ALL AGES -2023

(A free voluntary program organised by the Church)

Lessons take place in the building behind the church and begin at 10.30am until Church dismissal.
We have classes for ages ranging from 5yrs to teenage years. Lessons are taught in a relaxed, friendly environment.
Please bring your children along to learn of their rich Orthodox faith and come close to God and His Love.

MONDAY 3 JULY

9.00am

Service of Holy Unction

10.00am

Meeting of Elderly Citizens in Church Hall

WEDNESDAY 5 JULY

5.00pm
Paraklesis to the Theotokos

THURSDAY 6 JULY

e 8.00—9.00pm

# TEENAGE YOUTH GROUP 2023

ALL TEENAGERS WELCOME

Join the group and learn about your faith, make friends,
enjoy refreshments, in a friendly, relaxing environment.
* In Church Hall, upstairs behind the Church

FRIDAY 7 JULY
St Kyriaki, Great-Martyr

7.30am
Orthros and Divine Liturgy

SUNDAY 9 JULY GOSPEL READING: Matthew 8:28-34,9:1

EPISTLE READING: Romans 10: 1-10

- on the living presence of Christ.

'l am with you always, even unto the end of the world' (Matt. 28:20).

Here is consolation above all consolations! Here is consolation for those broken by tempest. Let them only remem-
ber that Christ is there among them, and let them not be afraid. He is the Helmsman.

Here is consolation for those in pain. Let them know that Christ is there by their bed, and let them not despair. He
is the Healer.

Here is consolation for the old. Let them not lose sight of the fact that Christ goes with them through the years right
to eternity and eternal youth, and let them be at peace.

Here is consolation for those who are tormented by men. Let them not think that they are left alone, for Christ is
with them in all their pain, and at their judgement, and in prison; and let them rejoice. He is the Judge.

Here is consolation for those tormented by evil spirits. Let them remember that Christ, the Conqueror of evil spirits,
is on their side, and let them be strengthened. He is the Victor.

Here is consolation for those who seek the light of righteousness and truth. Let them believe that Christ is closer to
their souls than to their eyes, and let them follow His leading. He is the Light.

Oh, my brethren, Christ is truly always with us, as a light that is ever present to the eyes of those who look. But, to
our loss, if the eyes of our soul are closed, then the light seeks in vain to encounter the pupil of our eye! Oh, what
sorrow and grief is ours when we are not with Christ!

He comes to meet us - do we go to meet Him? He desires to be with us - do we desire to be with Him? If we desire
consolation, we must be with Him every day to the end of our lives.

O Lord, our only Consoler, do not leave us! To Thee be glory and praise for ever.

- St Nikolai Velimirovic, The Prologue from Ochrid



4th SUNDAY OF MATTHEW, Matthew 8: 5-13

Jesus was traveling through Galilee and encountered a man of faith who is an example for all of us. He was a centurion,
which means he was a Roman officer who had one hundred soldiers under his command. Centurions had power and pres-
tige. As a Roman, he was not part of the Jewish community; he was a foreigner, also called a Gentile (a non-Israelite)
at that time. As such, the Jewish people considered him to be an outsider.

The centurion in this passage hears about the Lord Jesus healing people, performing extraordinary miracles, doing good,
and preaching repentance and the coming of the Kingdom of God. Therefore, when Jesus came to the town where the cen-
turion lived, in Capernaum, not far from where Jesus grew up, he went to Him with faith to ask for help.

The centurion tells Jesus about his paralysed servant. His concern shows us that he is a merciful commander and has great
love for his servant. As Saint John the Theologian tells us, we ought to love one another, because love is from God, and
whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. Jesus immediately responds with readiness to bless him, offer-
ing to come to the centurion’s home to heal the servant.

The Lord always answers the cry of those who seek Him, His ears are always open to our prayers. It did not matter that the
centurion was not part of the people of Israel, and that he was not able to worship in the Holy Temple. The Lord responds
with love and compassion to all who call upon His name with love and faith.

The centurion not only has love, but also shows a depth of faith that amazes even the Lord. He tells the Lord that he is not
worthy to receive Him in his own home. He also expresses great faith by telling Jesus only to say the word, and the servant
would be healed. The centurion’s faith is also informed by discernment. He realized that his own authority as a commander
was great over men, and so the Messiah’s authority over all things was much greater. Jesus is astonished at his response.
The centurion possesses love, humility, and faith. In humility, he tells the Lord that he is not worthy for the Lord to enter his
home. He knew that, at that time, the Jewish people did not enter the homes of Gentiles. He also recognized that he was
standing before a man of God and unworthy of hosting Him in his home.

The centurion’s humility opens the door of his faith and invites the grace of God. Saint Paisios the Athonite says, “God
wants and desires only one thing from us: our humility. He does not need anything else; just to humble ourselves, so He
can actually make us partakers of His divine grace, which was granted to us through the mystery of Holy Baptism . . . He is
only asking from us to humble ourselves and respond out of gratefulness and appreciation to His love. Thus, divine grace . .
. will do everything for us, if we only humble ourselves and allow for it to act.”

The centurion has wisdom as well. He understood that, as an army officer with one hundred men under his authority, his
commands were quickly obeyed, and his instructions immediately put into practice. As a wise man, he realized that if this
were true of himself, it would be even truer for Jesus Christ.

The centurion commanded men, but the Son of God commands the universe. The centurion oversaw his own region, but
the Lord rules over everything. The centurion had authority over worldly matters, but the Messiah has power over health
and disease, life and death.

The centurion understood all this through his humility and faith. The Lord replies to his Jewish disciples that not even in Isra-
el He had found such faith. The Lord teaches us that even if the centurion was not part of the Old Testament covenant
people of God, as a Gentile, his faith was still greater than what the Lord had found in all of Israel. The Judeans considered
him a foreigner, but Jesus embraced him as a member of His Kingdom.

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were the Holy Forefathers who became friends of God by faith. However, the Lord tells us that
many who were not from the ancient people of God would nevertheless enter the Kingdom of God by faith in Christ. This
has relevance for us because we all come to the Lord from all corners of the world. We have different cultures, different
ethnic backgrounds, different languages. Yet, the Lord receives all of us equally. The only distinction is our faith, how much
we desire fellowship with Him.

Like the centurion, we enter the Kingdom by opening our hearts to the Lord in humility, faith, and love. As Saint Augustine of
Hippo says, “By declaring himself unworthy, he showed himself worthy; not indeed into whose house, but into whose heart,
Christ the Word of God should enter. . . it would have been no great blessedness that Jesus should enter within his walls if
He had not already entered into his heart.”

The Lord Jesus then says to the centurion that it was done as he had believed. The servant is healed at that very moment.
Later, we see that even while the nation of Israel was rejecting the Messiah, delivering Him to be crucified, it was also a
centurion who provided a fundamental confession of faith at the foot of the Cross, “truly this Man was the Son of God!”

Jesus is the Saviour of all people, regardless of ethnicity. Sometimes we find faith where we do not expect it. All of us can
come to Him through faith. It does not matter what our background is, but our faith. The Lord can do all things, and yet what
connects us to Him and His authority is our faith. He loves all people, and those who trust in Him, like the centurion, truly
open themselves up to receiving the love and grace of God. There is no lack of love and grace with the Lord, no shortcom-
ings, and no one He will not receive and bless. With faith, all things are possible.

Like the centurion’s servant, without Christ we are spiritually paralysed. God unconditionally loves us and wants us to be in

communion with Him. This communion occurs when we put our trust in Him, remembering His unwavering love for us. He
calls us to be humble, realizing our unworthiness; at the same time, He calls us to never lose hope because God is great,
forgiving, and merciful. He hears our prayers, answers them, delivers us from our paralysis, and restores our life. Let us
always live out our baptism by putting our faith and trust in the Lover of our souls. https://www.goarch.org

APOLYTIKION FOR ST. KYRIAKI
Thou didst prove an auspicious and pleasing sacrifice, a holy offering, O valiant prizewinner Kyriaki, when thou broughtest

thy Creator thine own spotless soul; which Christ in turn hath glorified, for through thee, He poureth forth divine gifts and
endless graces upon the faithful who praise thee, since He is the Friend of man.



