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Parish Information Bulletin

Program for 29 OCTOBER—4 NOVEMBER 2023

7TH SUNDAY OF LUKE, Luke 8: 41-56
e 7.30am
Orthros and Divine Liturgy

SUNDAY 29 OCTOBER

2023 SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR ALL AGES -2023

(A free voluntary program organised by the Church)

Lessons take place in the building behind the church and begin at 10.30am until Church dismissal.
We have classes for ages ranging from 5yrs to teenage years. Lessons are taught in a relaxed, friendly environment.
Please bring your children along to learn of their rich Orthodox faith and come close to God and His Love.

MONDAY 30 OCTOBER e 9.00am

Service of Holy Unction
e 10.00am
Meeting of Elderly Citizens in Church Hall

WEDNESDAY 1 NOVEMBER e 7.30am

Orthros and Divine Liturgy
e 5.00pm

Paraklesis to the Theotokos

Holy Unmercenaries
Saints Kosmas and Damian,
Osios David of Evia

THURSDAY 2 NOVEMBER e 8.00—9.00pm

TEENAGE YOUTH GROUP 2023
ALL TEENAGERS WELCOME
Join the group and learn about your faith, make friends,

enjoy refreshments, in a friendly, relaxing environment.
* In Church Hall, upstairs behind the Church

SUNDAY 5 NOVEMBER GOSPEL READING: Luke 16: 19-31

EPISTLE READING: Galatians 1: 11-18

We make known to all that a Greek Language School operates in our Parish.

e Primary school classes: every Saturday, from 9.00am to 12.30pm
e High School classes: every Monday, from 5.00 to 8.30pm.

For inquiries and enrolments : 0401 051773

Holy Unmercenaries
Saints Kosmas and Damian

On November 1 in the Holy Orthodox Church we commemorate the holy and wonderworking
Unmercenaries Kosmas and Damian, the sons of Theodota of Asia. The brothers were from
Mesopotamia in Asia Minor. After the death of their pagan father, their Christ-loving mother
Theodota reared them in piety and in all manner of virtue, and had them instructed in every sci-
ence, especially that of medicine. This became their vocation, and they went about healing every
illness and malady, bestowing healing freely on both men and beasts alike; because of this,
Kosmas and Damian are called “Unmercenaries.”

They fulfilled Christ's command: “Freely have ye received; freely give” (Matthew 10:8). And thus,
having completed the course of their life, they reposed in peace. Even after their deaths, Kosmas
and Damian worked healing miracles for all who called upon their names.




Seventh Sunday of Luke
Don’t Give Up, Even If Life is Tough

Published by Fr. Stavros Akrotirianakis

And there came a man named Jairus, who was a ruler of the synagogue; and falling at Jesus’ feet he besought Him to
come to his house, for he had an only daughter, about twelve years of age, and she was dying. As He went, the people
pressed round Him. And a woman who had had a flow of blood for twelve years and could not be healed by any one,
came up behind Him, and touched the fringe of His garment; and immediately her flow of blood ceased. And Jesus said,
“Who was it that touched Me?” When all denied it, Peter said, “Master, the multitudes surround you and press upon you!”
But Jesus said, “Someone touched Me; for | perceive that power has gone forth from Me.” And when the woman saw
that she was not hidden, she came trembling, and falling down before Him declared in the presence of all the people why
she had touched Him, and how she had been immediately healed. And He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made
you well; go in peace.”

While He was still speaking, a man from the ruler’s house came and said, “Your daughter is dead; do not trouble the
Teacher anymore.” But Jesus on hearing this answered him, “Do not fear; only believe, and she shall be well.” And when
He came to the house, He permitted no one to enter with Him, except Peter and John and James, and the father and
mother of the child. And all were weeping and bewailing her; but He said, “Do not weep; for she is not dead but sleep-
ing.” And they laughed at Him, knowing that she was dead. But taking her by the hand He called, saying, “Child, arise.”
And her spirit returned, and she got up at once; and He directed that something should be given her to eat. And her par-
ents were amazed; but He charged them to tell no one what had happened.

Luke 8: 41-56 (7" Sunday of Luke)

In today’s Gospel lesson, we meet two people who are in “dire straits”, two situations that seem to be hopeless. First we
meet a ruler of the synagogue named Jairus. From what we know about the leaders of the synagogue, most of them
were quite proud and arrogant, and they weren’t fans of Jesus. So, for one of them to come and fall at the feet of Jesus,
begging Jesus to come to his house, this was a pretty desperate measure.

As Jesus was going to the home of Jairus, a woman who had been sick for twelve years and could not be healed came
up to Jesus and touches the fringe of His garment and was healed. For twelve years, she was sick and could not be
healed by anyone. But she believe that He could heal her. She was too embarrassed perhaps or felt too insignificant to
ask Jesus to stop in the middle of the multitude to minister to her. Maybe she felt the crowd would push her away, after
all who was she? She had faith that just touching His garment was sufficient, and it was.

As Jesus was making His way through the crowd, people came from Jairus’ home to tell him that his daughter had
died. Unless you have lost a child, you can’t imagine how crushed he must have been by the news. When Jesus insist-
ed on going the house, even saying that with a little faith, she would live again, the man (again, remember a proud and
powerful ruler) did not tell Jesus “hey, forget it,” or “why didn’t you hurry to the house and she wouldn’t have died.” Ra-
ther, he allowed Jesus to come into his house, and to witness with him and his wife, the sadness of their now deceased
daughter. When Jesus told people not to weep and they laughed at Him, Jairus didn’t join them. He clung to his belief
that Jesus could do SOMETHING for him. Jesus made a miracle and raised her from the dead.

What is the message of today’s Gospel? The message | take away is not to give up, even when things don’t look so
good. A woman was sick for TWELVE YEARS!!! And yet she still believed that God has some grace and mercy for
her. A man lost his only daughter and yet he still believed that God had some grace and mercy for him and his daugh-
ter. Neither knew exactly what would come from their encounter with Jesus, yet they eagerly ran to Him.

No matter what our life situation, Jesus has some grace and mercy for us. There may be situations that can’'t be
fixed. Maybe you’ve had a child die, or have lost a job or a marriage, or are sick beyond the point of being healed. In
any of these situation, God’s power can still strengthen you. In any of these situations, good can still come. And despite
any of these situations, or others, befalling you, salvation can still be on the table for all of us. Spiritual healing is always
available through Christ, even when physical healing is not. And eternal life is possible for anyone, even when earthly
life has been filled with disappointment.

The lesson of today’s Gospel is don’t give up on God, salvation or life, even when things look bleak. Keep on going,
that’s all God expects. Two people in the Gospel “kept on going” and they weren’t disappointed. Keep on going and
eventually you will be rewarded. And in the meantime, He will strengthen and help you.

Lord, although the tomb had been sealed by the transgressors of the law, You came forth from the sepulchre, just as
You were born from the Theotokos. Your bodiless Angels did not know how You became incarnate; nor did the soldiers
who guarded You perceive when You resurrected. For both have been sealed to those who would inquire, but the mira-
cles have been revealed to those who faithfully worship the mystery. As we extol it, restore to us exultant joy and Your
great mercy. (First Resurrectional Praise, Plagal 1st Tone, Trans. By Fr. Seraphim Dedes)

Don’t give up, keep on going! e
On Inward Peace

"There is nothing better than peace in Christ, for it brings victory over all the evil spirits on earth and in the air. When peace dwells
in @ man's heart it enables him to contemplate the grace of the Holy Spirit from within. He who dwells in peace collects spiritual
gifts as it were with a scoop, and he sheds the light of knowledge on others. All our thoughts, all our desires, all our efforts, and all
our actions should make us say constantly with the Church: "O Lord, give us peace!" When a man lives in peace, God reveals
mysteries to him.."

- St. Seraphim of Sarov
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