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Parish Information Bulletin

Program for 5—11 NOVEMBER 2023

Orthros and Divine Liturgy

¢ SUNDAY 5 NOVEMBER 5TH SUNDAY OF LUKE, Luke 16:19-31
e 7.30am

2023 SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR ALL AGES -2023

(A free voluntary program organised by the Church)

Lessons take place in the building behind the church and begin at 10.30am until Church dismissal.
We have classes for ages ranging from 5yrs to teenage years. Lessons are taught in a relaxed, friendly environment.
Please bring your children along to learn of their rich Orthodox faith and come close to God and His Love.

Telephone Contact MONDAY 6 NOVEMBER e 9.00am
Numbers Service of Holy Unction
St Vasilios Church e 10.00am
93877693 Meeting of Elderly Citizens in Church Hall
Fr Athanasios
9383 4151 WEDNESDAY 8 NOVEMBER e 7.30am o )
Fr Ephraim Synaxis of the Archangels N Sgg;?s and Divine Liturgy
0490378 213 Michael and Gabriel Paraklesis to the Theotokos
Website:
stveassi:igsbrunswick.com THURSDAY 9 NOVEMBER e 7.30am
St Nectarios Orthros and Divine Liturgy

the Wonderworker

e 8.00—9.00pm
Fr Athanasios and P

Fr Ephraim are available E=) TEENAGE YOUTH GROUP 2023

at the Church every ALL TEENAGERS WELCOME

Monday to Friday Join the group and learn about your faith, make friends,
between 4.00 and 6.00pm enjoy refreshments, in a friendly, relaxing environment.
for Holy Confession and * In Church Hall, upstairs behind the Church

any spiritual need.

SUNDAY 12 NOVEMBER GOSPEL READING: Luke 10: 25-37
EPISTLE READING: 2 Corinthians 9: 6-11

We make known to all that a Greek Language School operates in our Parish.

e Primary school classes: every Saturday, from 9.00am to 12.30pm
e High School classes: every Monday, from 5.00 to 8.30pm.

For inquiries and enrolments : 0401 051773

Hymn to the Archangels - (Troparion) , 8 November

O Leaders of the heavenly armies, although we are always unworthy, we ask you that with your prayers you may
circle us with the protection of the wings of your angelic glory. Watch over us as we bow low and earnestly cry out to
you: “Deliver us from trouble, O Princes of the heavenly armies.”

— ,.*.7
St. Nectarios of Aegina, 9 November

How mistaken are those people who seek happiness outside of themselves, in foreign lands and journeys, in riches
and glory, in great possessions and pleasures, in diversions and vain things, which have a bitter end! It is the same
thing to construct the tower of happiness outside of ourselves as it is to build a house in a place that is consistently
shaken by earthquakes.

Happiness is found within ourselves, and blessed is the man who has understood this. Happiness is a pure heart, for
such a heart becomes the throne of God. Thus says Christ of those who have pure hearts: “I will visit them, and will
walk in them, and | will be a God to them, and they will be my people.” (Il Cor. 6:16) What can be lacking to them?

Nothing, nothing at all! For they have the greatest good in their hearts: God Himself!”
- St. Nectarios of Aegina, Path to Happiness, 1



Osios Arsenius of Cappadocia, 10 November

St. Arsenios the Cappadocian (1840-1924) was the spiritual father of Elder Paisios’ family. He baptized Elder Paisios as
an infant. Throughout his life Elder Paisios had great love and reverence for the memory of St. Arsenios, and it was out
of this love that he compiled the book "Saint Arsenios the Cappadocian"" which provides us with the details of his life.

St. Arsenios pastored his Greek Orthodox flock amidst extremely difficult conditions. He lived with his people in the vil-
lage of Farasa in Cappadocia, which after 1453 had fallen into the hands of the Muslim Turks. Under the harsh yoke of
the Turks, the Greek people of Farasa formed an oasis of Orthodox Christianity. They sought refuge in holy St. Arsenios,
who was their teacher, their spiritual father, and the healer of their souls and bodies. His reputation as a healer was so
great that not only Greek Christians but also Turkish Muslims came to him for healing. Many times his village was threat-
ened with violence from marauding Turks, but each time it was preserved in a miraculous way by St. Arsenios. The ac-
counts in this book, which were taken down by Elder Paisios from eyewitnesses, testify to how powerfully God works
through His holy ones, and to how lovingly He cares for and protects His children amidst adversity.

Since 1970, many apparitions and miracles have occurred near his holy relics, which reside in the Monastery of Souroti
near Thessalonica. He was officially glorified by the Patriarchate of Constantinople in 1986. His feast day is

November 10.

https://orthodoxwiki.org

5TH SUNDAY OF LUKE, Luke 16: 19-31

Who is Really Poor? Who is Really Rich?

In the Gospel lesson of Luke 16:19-31, we are challenged by Christ to think about of what true wealth consists and
what human poverty is.

There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously every day. But there
was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores, who was laid at his gate, desiring to be fed with the crumbs
which fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores.

So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom.

The rich man also died and was buried. And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham
afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. Then he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Laza-
rus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for | am tormented in this flame.’ But Abraham
said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now
he is comforted and you are tormented. 'And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that
those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.” Then he said, ‘| beg you
therefore, father, that you would send him to my father’s house, for | have five brothers, that he may testify to
them, lest they also come to this place of torment.” Abraham said to him, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; let
them hear them.” And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’

But he said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise
from the dead.

St. John Chrysostom comments:

“...If we are to tell the truth, the rich man is not the one who has collected many possessions but the one who
needs few possession; and the poor man is not the one who has no possessions but the one who has many de-
sires. We ought to consider this the definition of poverty and wealth. So if you see someone greedy for many
things, you should consider him the poorest of all, even if he has acquired everyone’s money. If, on the other hand,
you see someone with few needs, you should count him the richest of all, even if he has acquired nothing. For we
are accustomed to judge poverty and affluence by the disposition of the mind, not by the measure of one’s sub-
stance. Just as we would not call a healthy person who is always thirsty, even if he enjoyed abundance, even if he
lived by rivers and springs (for what use is that luxuriance of water, when the thirst remains unquenchable?), let us
do the same in the case of wealthy people: let us never consider those people healthy who are always yearning
and thirsting after other people’s property; let us not think they enjoy abundance. For if one cannot control his own
greed, even if he has appropriated everyone’s property, how can he ever be affluent?

But those who are satisfied with what they have, and pleased with their own possessions, and do not have their
eyes on the substance of others, even if they are the poorest of all, should be considered the richest of all. For
whoever has no need of others’ property but is happy to be self-sufficient is the most affluent of all. (Anthony Co-
niaris, Daily Reading from the Writings of St. John Chrysostom, pp 41-42)

- Fr Ted Bobosh
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