
        
 Do not love wealth if it does not help the poor.  

Forgive if you have received forgiveness, and be merciful if you have been pardoned.  
Acquire human love by human love while you are still alive.  

May your whole life be renewed. May your paths be made new. 
 St Gregory  the Theologian 

 
 

                                                     What Does It Mean to Love God? 

     By Father Stanley Harakas 
 
     Yes, indeed, what does it mean to love God? We understand to love to mean many things.  
I     it is, in truth, as the poet says, “a many splendored thing.” 
 
     The question is very real for Christians because the leader of our Faith, Jesus Christ,                   

      commanded us to love God. He said, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,   
      and with all your soul, and with all your mind. (Matthew 22:37). 

 
Yet, we hear so often that people “fall in love,” suggesting that love for God is not something that can be command-
ed. It should just “happen,” they think. 
 

 Nevertheless, the Church speaks to believers in God and tells them that they are commanded to love God. St. John of 
Damascus, the great 8th century Church Father, gives us an insight into this in his famous book, Exposition of the Or-
thodox Faith. He says, “We believe in one God . . . being Himself the fountain of being to all that is, of life to the living, 
of reason to those who have reason; to all the cause of every good.” 

 
For the believing Christian, God is the source of everything he or she is –God is “the fountain of being to all that is,” 
including the life we have, the intelligence we exercise, and every good thing we experience. 

 
This points us to the calling all human beings have, to become the image and the likeness of God. Well, what does it 
mean to be “like God?” Is it surprising to learn that “God is love?” (1 John). God is love because in the first place, the 
three Persons of the Holy Trinity –the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit- abide in a loving communion with each oth-
er. If we are going to be “like God”, we need to be in loving communion with God. 
But God’s love also reaches out to the creation for its benefit. He especially loves us human beings for whose salvation 
He sent His Son into the world. To be like God is also to love others. 
 
You see, we can’t really fulfill our humanity as the image and likeness of God if we don’t will and act in ways that unite 
our own lives with the loving communion of the Holy Trinity, or if we don’t reach out to others with love for them. 
This is how St. John describes the kind of relationship with God that allows for us to become “like God”: “So we know 
and believe the love God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him” (1 
John 4:16). He also says, “He who does not love does not know God; for God is love (1 John 4:8). 
 
To love God is to choose to be in communion with God completely and to follow His example of outreaching love. 
Then, and only then can we fulfill our humanity. 
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                Program for  4—10 February 2024 

SUNDAY 4 FEBRUARY 
 

 15TH  SUNDAY OF MATTHEW,  Matthew 22: 35-46   
 7.30am  
       Orthros and Divine Liturgy  

SATURDAY 10 FEBRUARY 
St Haralambos, Hieromartyr 

 7.30am  
       Orthros and Divine Liturgy  

  GOSPEL READING:   Matthew 25:14-30  
EPISTLE READING:   2 Corinthians 6:1-10   



 

 
Holy and Glorious Hieromartyr Haralambos   February 10   

 
The holy, glorious Martyr Haralambos lived at the time of the Emperor Septimus Severus (194-211) in the city of Magne-
sia on the River Meander near Ephesus. He was 107 years old and had ministered as priest to the Christians of the city 
for many years, devotedly instructing them in the way of truth and preaching Christ to all, regardless of the threats of the 
pagans. 
 
When he was denounced as a dangerous mischief-maker and brought before the tribunal of the Governor Lucian, he re-
sponded to his threats in these terms, “You little know what is for my good and well-being. Nothing could be more pleas-
ing to me than to suffer for Christ. So don’t hesitate to put my old body to the tortures you deem the worst, and you will 
learn that the power of my Christ cannot be overcome.” He was then stripped of his priestly robe by the tormentors, who 
tore his flesh with iron claws without being able to elicit a single cry of pain from him. On the contrary, he said, “Thank 
you, brothers. In flaying my old body, you are renewing my soul and preparing it for everlasting blessedness.” 
 
When the Governor saw the steadfastness of the old man, far from repenting and giving glory to God, he hurled himself at 
him in uncontrollable rage, tearing at his skin with his bare hands. Then, by an act of God, his hands were suddenly            
severed and remained claw-like and lifeless on the Martyr’s body. Moved to pity by the tyrant’s cries and supplications, 
Saint Haralambos gave himself to prayer and obtained his healing. This astonishing miracle and demonstration of the love 
of Christians for their enemies brought Lucian, as well as the tormentors Porphyrius and Baptus, to believe in Christ God 
and to renounce the cult of idols. Three women onlookers also rushed forward and fearlessly proclaimed their faith. The 
grateful Governor was immediately baptized by the Saint and a great many inhabitants of the province of Asia were won 
for Christ. 
 
When the Emperor Severus learned that the inhabitants of Magnesia and the surrounding country were abandoning idola-
try and receiving holy Baptism from the old priest who had been condemned to death; that the blind were recovering their 
sight at his prayer and the crippled were walking, he was very troubled indeed. He immediately sent 300 soldiers to          
Magnesia with orders to bring the Saint, nailed and chained, to Antioch in Pisidia where he was residing. The soldiers 
treated the old man very badly on the road, until the horse on which they had set him suddenly uttered a condemnation of 
the Emperor as an enemy of God, and of his soldiers as slaves of the Devil—to the great terror of the military, who for the 
remainder of the journey did the Saint no harm. 
 
As soon as the venerable old man was brought before him, the Emperor had him thrown into a blazing furnace with a long 
skewer through his chest. However, the fire went out as soon as it touched the Saint who, to the Emperor’s astonishment, 
remained insensible to what he suffered. What was the secret of his invulnerability, the tyrant wanted to know. “The power 
of Christ!” replied the Saint. Severus then put this to the test and presented him with a man possessed by a demon for 
thirty-five years. The Saint drove out the unclean spirit with a single word. Severus next produced the corpse of a young 
man about to be buried. After addressing a fervent prayer to God, Saint Haralambos gave the youth his hand and, to the 
Emperor’s amazement, raised him from the bier as though from sleep. 
 
Then the Prefect Crispus shouted, “Your Majesty should put this sorcerer to death straight way!” At this, the Emperor’s 
hatred broke out again and he commanded Saint Haralambos to sacrifice to the idols. On his refusal, he ordered them to 
break his jaw with stones and to set his beard on fire. But God acted once again. The flames turned on the tormentors 
and the place where they stood was shaken by an earthquake. 
 
Lifted up off his throne and suspended in the air, the Emperor was whipped for a good while by unseen angels. On learn-
ing of his predicament, his daughter Galinia confessed Christ as Almighty and came to implore the holy Martyr to release 
her father from chastisement. This he did; but the Emperor’s amazement at the power of God was short-lived, and he 
soon returned to his idolatrous madness. Despite the remonstrances of Galinia, who reminded him of the divine blessings 
which had lighted on him, he kept Saint Haralambos in custody and had him tortured anew. He also turned on Galinia and 
threatened her with death unless she sacrificed. She made as if to obey but, on entering the temple, she threw the statues 
to the ground and broke them in pieces. Severus sent to the foundry to have new statues cast, but she shattered these 
too, so that he became a laughing-stock. 
 
Severus then made a last attempt to break the instigator of his daughter’s conversion. But Saint Haralambos withstood 
every device of his tormentors with adamantine fortitude and all the onlookers were dazzled by the brilliance of Grace. He 
welcomed the death sentence with joy, and, on reaching the place of execution, he raised his hands and eyes to heaven. 
He thanked God for having brought him to the issue of his contest, and he asked Him to grant salvation of soul, health of 
body and abundance of good things in the name of His Martyr. A voice from heaven was then heard. “Come Haralambos, 
valiant in fight, to share in the joy and splendor of the Martyrs and holy priests!” His head fell beneath the sword on              
February 10 and his body was buried by the blessed Galinia. 
 
The skull of Saint Haralambos is kept at the Monastery of St. Stephen at Meteora. The fragments of his holy relics, which 
are to be found in many places in Greece and elsewhere, accomplish frequent miracles and have made Saint Haralam-
bos, the most aged of all the holy Martyrs, especially dear to the people of Greece. 
 

 


