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_ Parish Information Bulletin

Program for 16 - 22 June 2024

SUNDAY 16 JUNE FATHERS OF THE 1ST COUNCIL, John 17: 1-13
e 7.30am
Orthros and Divine Liturgy

2024 SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR ALL AGES

(A free voluntary program organised by the Church)

Lessons take place in the building behind the church and begin at 10.30am until Church dismissal.
We have classes for ages ranging from 5yrs to teenage years. Lessons are taught in a relaxed, friendly environment.
Please bring your children along to learn of their rich Orthodox faith and come close to God and His Love.

Telephone Contact MONDAY 17 JUNE e 9.00am .
Numbers Service of Holy Unction
e 10.00am
St Vasilios Church Meeting of Elderly Citizens in Church Hall
9387 7693
) WEDNESDAY 19 JUNE e 5.00pm
;5’8'\5"43{‘53;'05 Paraklesis to the Theotokos
e 8.00—9.00pm
Fr Ephraim & THURSDAY20 JUNE 2 1EENAGE YOUTH GROUP 2024
ALL TEENAGERS WELCOME
Website: Join the group and learn about your faith, make friends,

stvasiliosbrunswick.com enjoy refreshments, in a friendly, relaxing environment.

* In Church Hall, upstairs behind the Church

Fr Athanasios and

Fr Ephraim are available

SATURDAY 22 JUNE e 7.30am
at the Church every - .
Orthros and Divine Litur;
Monday to Friday Saturday of Souls gy
BTG LD EI (UL SUNDAY 23 JUNE GOSPEL READING: John 7: 37-52; 8:12

for Holy Confession and

A EPISTLE READING: Acts 2:1-110
any spiritual need.

Praying for the dead
Saint Paisios the Hagiorite

God wants to help those who have died, because he feels pain for their salvation, but He does not, because He has nobility.
He does not want to give the devil the right to say: how do you save him, when he did not labour? So, when we pray for those
who have died, we give Him the right to intervene. Further, God is touched more when we pray for the dead than for the liv-
ing. That’s why our Church has the offerings like the kolyva and the memorial services. Memorials are the best lawyer for the
souls of the dead. They can even take a soul out of helll And you at every Divine Liturgy read kolyva for the dead. The wheat
has a meaning: “It is sown corruptible; it is raised incorruptible” (I Corinth, chap 15, V. 42). It symbolizes the death and resur-
rection, according to the Scriptures.

Note: Kolyva is a dish made of wheat that is shared as part of memorial services in the Greek Orthodox church.

Translated by Dr. Nick Stergiou

>

Sunday Of The Fathers Of The First Ecumenical Council
Hymns of the Feast

Apolytikion
You are greatly glorified, O Christ our God, who established our Fathers as luminaries upon the earth, and through
them led us all to the true Faith. O Most compassionate, glory to You.

Kontakion

The Church was strengthened into one faith through the preaching of the Apostles and the doctrines of the Fathers.
The Church is robed in truth woven of the word of God from above. It teaches truth, and glorifies the great mystery
of faith.




Sunday of the 318 Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council

Descending the Mount of Olives: On the Sunday of the First Ecumenical Council
On Our Way to the Day of Pentecost

These words spoke Jesus, and lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come, glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son also may
glorify Thee: as Thou hast given Him power over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as Thou hast given Him. And this
is life eternal, that they might know Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, Whom Thou hast sent. | have glorified Thee on earth: |
have finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do. And now, O Father, glorify Thou Me with Thy own self with the glory which | had
with Thee before the world was.

I have manifested Thy name unto the men which Thou gavest me out of the world: Thine they were, and Thou gavest them Me; and
they have kept Thy word. Now they have known that all things whatsoever Thou hast given me are of Thee. For | have given unto
them the words which Thou gavest Me, and they have received them, and have known surely that | came out from Thee, and they
have believed that Thou didst send Me.

I pray for them, | pray not for the world: but for them which Thou hast given Me, for they are Thine. And all Mine are Thine, and
Thine are Mine: and | am glorified in them. And now | am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and | come to Thee. Holy
Father, keep through Thy own name those whom Thou hast given Me, that they may be one, as We are.

While | was with them in the world, | kept them in Thy name: those that Thou gavest me | have kept, and none of them is lost, but
the son of perdition: that the scripture might be fulfilled. And now come | to Thee, and these things | speak in the world, that they
might have My joy fulfilled in themselves (John 17:1-13).

Today, when the Church of Christ prayerfully remembers the Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council — who, inspired by the
Holy Spirit, were able to formulate, explain, and transmit to us the truth about God inscribed in the definitions of the Symbol of
Faith — a passage from the Holy Gospel of the Apostle John the Evangelist, frequently called the High Priestly Prayer of Christ, is read
at the divine service.

The Lord prays for His people. The Lord, like a priest standing before the Holy Table, prays for the little ones of this world. Before
ascending the Cross, before accepting horrible torment and terrible shame, our Lord prays for those who will be left orphaned after
His departure. He prays for those who will betray Him at the very first sign of danger. The Lord prays for His people because He loves
them.

This is something with which we are familiar. When a mother is dying, when the father of small and uncomprehending children
stands at the threshold of death, their hearts are filled with horror at the fate of those they are leaving behind, their little ones who
are soon to become orphans. This does not happen very often on this earth. Fathers and mothers usually depart from this world
after their children have grown up and are standing on their own feet, no longer in need of their aging parents. Yet how the mater-
nal heart overflows with grief when it sees that nothing can help her beloved child besides prayer! Some might say that this is due to
lack of faith. Why should mothers fear for their children when God is with them? But let us listen once again to the loving, anxious
words spoken by Christ as He prayed for His disciples and, thus, for us: I pray for them, | pray not for the world: but for them which
Thou hast given Me... And now | am no more in the world, but these are in the world... Holy Father, keep through Thy own name
those whom Thou hast given Me.

He Who offers this prayer — so full of compassion and sympathy, anxiety and hope —is He Who said to His disciples: / am the light of
the world (John 8:12). Of course, the Lord is not praying only for the eleven Apostles. He is God; time does not exist for Him. For Him
there is neither “yesterday” nor “tomorrow”; for Him there is only one time: “now.” Therefore our Lord, in His High Priestly Prayer,
is praying both for the Apostles and for the bishops and presbyters of the Church of Christ who three centuries later would gather at
Nicaea to speak, sing, and proclaim our Symbol of Faith — the Symbol of our faith. He prays for them, that this Symbol might be ac-
cepted and proclaimed by the Church: For | have given unto them the words which Thou gavest Me, and they have received them,
and have known surely that | came out from Thee.

Our Saviour sees everything during this prayer: He sees us, lost in our own passions, embittered by grievances and loneliness, mean
and trembling from fear; He sees us as we are today, asking of our common Father that He would keep us through His name. He
prays for us, because He knows how difficult it will be for us to keep our faith, how difficult it will be for us to keep our child-like
trust amidst the allurements and temptations of this world.

God is for us! God is with us! God did not turn away from us when we betrayed the Crucified One, when by our sins we dragged Him
again and again onto the Cross. He continues to call us with Him to eternal life: to the joy that only He can give; to the happiness
that is only possible with Him. We often make Him out to be a stern judge about to pronounce a fair but terrible sentence over us.
But in His prayer to God the Father, the Lord intercedes for us. He does not simply ask for our preservation; He asks neither for rest,
nor for truth, nor for justice for the human race; but rather — only listen to this! — He says to His Father and ours: And now come | to
Thee, and these things | speak in the world, that they might have My joy fulfilled in themselves.

If only we would not forget this. If only we would, if only once, hear our Saviour’s words about perfect joy not just with our ears —
which are no longer capable of being surprised by words or astonished by speeches — but with our whole hearts and with all the
depths of our souls. Perhaps then joy and truth might return to our lives, as warmth returns to earth wearied from cold. Amen.
Translated from the Russian. https://www.pravmir.com/



https://www.pravmir.com/descending-the-mount-of-olives-on-the-sunday-of-the-first-ecumenical-council/
https://www.pravmir.com/way-day-pentecost/
http://media.pravmir.ru/gazeta/25_05_2012.pdf

