GOOD FRIDAY: A CALL FROM CHRIST TO DIE WITH HIM

Most of us tend to think of Holy Week in the Orthodox Church as a pious

re-enactment of those awesome events surrounding the Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ. Because these services
evoke considerable emotion, owing to their colourful pageantry and elaborate ritual, they are among the most popular in
the Church. Unfortunately, as is the case with so many other liturgical services in Orthodoxy, the deeper significance of this
drama often escapes our understanding. We tend to participate in it vicariously. We see it more as a moving historical re-
enactment as opposed to a present reality that has power to transform our lives. Ours is the participation of the spectator
who has nothing to lose by being present. It is like watching the fire fighter put out the fire, but standing back a safe
distance.

Holy Week, however, demands more from us than a spectator's vicarious

interest. Rather, Holy Week is a call from Christ to die with Him sacramentally and mystically on the Cross. It is an invitation
to be more demonstrative in the expression of our faith. We have to remove the Cross from Golgotha and plant it in our
hearts.

Thus instead of watching this mystical fire--the Crucifixion--from a safe distance, we have to walk into it, experience it, and
be purified through Its power and grace. As Christ dies for us on the Cross, so too, we must die for Him in an act of total
and unconditional surrender. This means crucifying our selfish desires and living only for Him in all that we do. In so doing
we will discover our real self and truly experience the joy of the Resurrection---not only Christ's, but also our own.

In the beginning of Holy Week our Holy Orthodox Church sounded the alert in her traditional manner: "Behold! The
Bridegroom comes in the still of the night, and blessed is the servant whom he shall find [vigilantly] watching...." These
words are a call to mobilize all of our spiritual, emotional and physical resources. It is for every Orthodox Christian a clarion
call from Christ to pick up our cross and die with Him. It is a death to the sinful nature that impedes us and obstructs us
from being with Christ.

Holy Thursday evening--the first half of our Good Friday Services--we
behold Christ on the Cross. Look at His listless Body. Look at His closed
eyes. Listen as He speaks to each and every one of us.

- What more can | do for you?

- | placed you in Paradise and you rebelled.

- I led you to the Promised Land and you turned against Me.

- | sent the Prophets to speak to you and you killed them.

- Finally | came Myself to speak to you in Person, to confront you personally with My love, and you crucified Me.

- | rose from the grave to show you that indeed | am Lord of life and death.
| established the Church--My Mystical Body--through which | continue to be present to you today.

- | speak to you through the Bible.

- | make Myself present to you in the Sacraments.

- | come to abide in you as often as you receive Me in Holy Communion.

- | have given you the privilege of speaking with Me in prayer.

- | am present with you at each Sunday Liturgy and every day in your prayers.

- What more can | do for you?

- For you | came down from Heaven.

- For you | was mocked.

- For you | was spat upon.

- For you | am on the Cross.

- To you | shout every Good Friday through My pain.

- Does My Love mean anything to you?

- Is My suffering in vain? Will you just stand there at a safe and comfortable safety zone?

- Or will you fall to your knees and acknowledge Me as your Precious Saviour?

- Will you give Me your heart so | can transform it into a loving, caring, sensitive, compassionate and sympathetic
vehicle of mercy and discipleship?

Beloved Sisters and Brothers in Christ, our best Friend died tonight! It was not murder; it was a love offering. It was not
martyrdom; it was a sacred sacrifice. They did not take His Life away from Him; He gladly laid It down but have a more
meaningful and eternal life.

This year let us resolve to follow Christ through the hours of His Passion and Crucifixion. This time let us not be spectators
and fence sitters, but real participants who see these events as yet another opportunity to dedicate our lives to the Lord.

When we look at Jesus on the Cross this Good Friday once again, may we come to the realization that God has gone as
far as he can go in His love for us. As we venerate His Passion on bended knees and bow in awesome wonder, may we
truly recognize that our Precious Redeemer died because He loved us very much. It is now up to us to see just how far
we are willing to go to meet that love!

May the experience of this Good Friday be a constant, never-ending source of spiritual strength for all of us.

- Father George Nicozisin, Greek Orthodox Church of America



XAPH TOY OEQY: lNdavw a1ré 10 Z1aupd o Kupiog Inocoug XpioT1dg £Kave TNV TTI0 NeEYOAEIWDN S1daoKaAia.
Ta Adyia Tou Xp1oToU TTAVW OTO ZTAUPO ATAV AOYIO YEUATO AYATTN).

«IMdTep Ad@eg auTOiIG: OU Yap 0idaai TI TTOIOUCI»

O Xpiotég mpooelxeTal TTAVW atmd 10 21aupd Tou yia TOUuG OTaUPWTEG Tou Kal TTOPAKOAED ToV
Oupadvio Matépa Tou: «lMatépa pou, ouyxwpeoé Toug, yiati dev EEpouv TI KAvouv». Méoa oTov
afdotayto 1Tévo, TTou Tou TTPOKAAOUCE TO QPIKTO PapTUplo, 0 Kupidg pag Inoolg, o Oedg Tng
aydTng, ouyxwpei Toug oTaupwTéG Tou, TTPOCEUXETAI YI' AUTOUG Kal Toug dikaloAoyei. 1600 peydin
Kal TTAaTIG givarl n BeikA kapdid kai n aydrrn Tou! Mag agnoe éva otroudaio privupa: Na cuyxwpoUue
ME TNV Kapdid pag autoug Tou pog épraifav. Na éxoupe K gueic TTAATIA KApdid yia TOUG
ouvavepwIToug HaG.

«AUAV Aéyw ooI- OpEPOV UET EUOU £€0N £V TW TTAPAdEioCW

O Xpio16g YIAG oTo AnoTH, TTou PpiokeTal oTaupwuévog SITTAa Tou: «Ze diaBefaivw Pe 6An TNV
aAnBeia- oou Aéw OTI orpepa Ba gioal yadi pou atov TTapddeicox. MNati piAnoe €1o1 0 XpioTdg o€ évav kakoUpyo; AidTI o AnoThg
€ide TN Bk yaAAvn oTn pop@r Tou XpiaToU Kai TrioTewe o1 AuTOG gival 0 Oedg kai Tov TapakdAeoe: «Kupig, Bupnoou ki epéva
TOoV AnNOoTr oTnv oupdvia BaciAeia cour. Kal o XpioTtdg, TTou KataAape 61l 0 ANCTAG PETAVIWOE EINIKPIVA yia Ta AGOn Tou, Tov
ouyxwpeoe kal Tov diapefaiwoe 61 Ba Tov Tapel yadi Tou otov MNapddeico. 'ETOI 0 AnOTAG £yive O TTPWTOG TTOAITNG TOu
Mapadeioou. Autd @avepwvel 6T 0 XpIoTOg dEXETAI KOVTA Tou 6aoug Tov TTANCIACoUV PE EINIKPIVEID KOI HETAVOOUV VIO TIG AMAPTIEG
TOUG.

«lavai, ide 0 UI6G oOouU... 160U N UATNP COUY»

O XpioTéc¢ €ival KAPPWUEVOS OTO ZTAUPO, HOTWHEVOG, JETa O€ PPIKTOUG TTOVOUS. KaTw atrd 1o Z1aupd Tou Bpickovtal yeUdTol
mévo kal BAipn n Mavayia Mntépa Tou kai 0 pabntig Tou o lwdavvng. O XpioTdg Toug BAETTEL. =gXva TO BIKO Tou papTUpIo Kal
B¢Ael va Toug TTapnyopnaoel, va Toug rpoaTtatéwel. Kai Aéel atn Mntépa Tou deixvovtag Tov lwavvn: «uvaika, va 1Tolog Ba eival
0 YI0G oou atré dw Kal TTEPax». "YaTepa yupilel TTpog Tov lwdvvn Tov ayarrnuévo Tou padntr kal Tou Aéel: «Na n untépa gouy.
Me 1a Adyia Tou kai 10 Beiké Tou TTapddeiypa o XpIoTdg Pag avoiyel Tov OuopPo dpoduo TnG aydtng Kal Tou oefacpol TTpog
TOUG YOVEIG Kal Toug ouyyeveig. Ki akdua 1o dpOuo TG autammdpvnong, Tou onuaivel va &exvag 1o 8IKkG aou TTovo, yia va
TTAPNYOPEIG TIG TTOVEUEVEG WUXEG TWV AAAWV.

«Algw»

To O¢ikd kail Tipio Aipa Tou XpioToU £Tpexe TTAvw oTo XTaupd. O TTupeTds Tou avéBaive. Ta omAdxva Tou kaiyovtav atrd Tov
a@opnTo TTovo. Kal 101e 0 XpIoTOG TTPOQEPE pia PIKPR AEEN pE peydAo vonua: «Aigw». TETe o1 dyplol oTpaTIwTEG BouTnéav éva
opouyydapl ae EUdI Kal XOAr Kal To épepav oTa XeiAn Tou. Opwg o Xpiotég dev Amie. MNarti; Mévw oto Xtaupd diwouoe RERala
a@opnTa, aAAd ouyxpovwg eixe kal pia aAAiwTikn diwa. Aigouaoe, 6yl T600 yia vepod, 600 yia TN owTnpia Twv avBpwtrwy. O
XpioT1ég diwd, dnAadr emOuUpEi TTOAU évTova, va TTIKPATACEI 0€ OAN TN yn Kai o€ KaBeIG yuxn EexwpioTd n eiprivn Tou, n aydTrn
Tou kai To Euayyy€Aio Tou.

«O¢g€ pou, O pou, IVATi PE EYKATEAITTEG; »

O Xpio16¢ emdvw 010 ETAUPS OHKWOE OAEG TIG APAPTiIEG OAWV TWV AVEPWTTWY, AWV TWV AIWVWV YIa va TIG oBAoel. Kal Atav
TOO0EG TTOAEG OI KAKIEG TTOU ORKWOE, WOTE PAVNKE 0AV O TTI0 auapTWASGG AvBpwTTog Tou Kéopou. ‘ETol o Oupdviog Matépag Tou
TAPE yIa pia oTiyuA 10 BAEuPa Tou révw atrd Tov Yié Tou. AuTh n aTiypdidia atrooTpo®r] Tou O¢cou Martépa kKavel Tov XpIoTd va
QWVAlel yepdTog TTéVo: «Oe€ pou, Oté pou, yiaTi ue eykaTéAeIPeg;». Na xdpn pag o Xpiotdg atepABnKe, oTnV o oduvnpr] wpa
TG etTivelag {wn¢ Tou, akdun kai Thv TTapouaia Tou Oupaviou Martépa Tou. Néoco oepd TTpdyua ival N auapTia pag Kai Téco
MeyaAn n aydrrn Tou XpioTtoU pag!

«TeTéAeoTOI»

«OAa éxouv ma TeAeiwaoey. To @piktd Tou papTtupio Traipvel TEAOG. To €pyo Tou TTavw OTn yn, TTou {ekivnoe otav yevvrAonke
oTtn @artvn TG BnBAeéy, éprace aT1o TéAog Tou. O,Ti €ixe va dIdGEEl Kal va TTEl 0TOUG avBpwTToug, To eitre. Eival o NiknTAG.
OuoidaTtnke yia Ta TAdopatd Tou. Mag avoiée To dpdpo TNG euTUXiag Kal TG XAapdg, To dpouo yia Tov MNapddeico. AT dw Kal
MTTPOG, YIa OTToIoV ayaTTHoEl Kal akoAouBroel To XpIoTo, apXiel pia véa {wr. ATrd dw Kal TTépa apyicel n Avaotaon!

«Marep, €1 Xeipag ocou TTapatiBepal To TVEUPA HOU»

O TeAeutaiog Adyog Tou XpiaoTou, Aiyo TTpIv ekTTveUOEl TTAvw 0TO oTaupd. MIAG oT1o O¢d Matépa Tou: «lNaTépa pou, yeEUATOG
eATTIOO Kal euTTIOTOCUVN OTA XEPIa Zou TTapadidw Tnv AOyIKr Kal aBdvarn yuxn you». Agv npBe kavévag ayyeAog va TTapel TNV
wuyxr Tou Xpiotou. Mévog Tou, pe Tnv eAeUBepn B€Anar Tou Tnv TTapadidel atov MNatépa. O XpioTtdg fpbe atn yn, £yive AvBpwrog,
ékave Bauuara, kApuge, utnpétnoe 1o BEANUa Tou Oupdviou Matépa Tou. 2’ autdv Aoitév emOTPEPEI TTAAI Kal G° AUTOV
Tapadidel Tnv Wuxn Tou. Me Ta Adyia autd o Kipiog pag di1ddokel 0TI 6An n {wn pag avrkel oto @ed. To BEANUAG Tou TTpéTTel va
€QapPOCoUlE TTAVTOTE, Kal oTa OIKA Tou XEpla va euTTIoTEUONaOTE TN {Wh HOG.
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