The Lord's Descent into the Underworld

Something strange is happening- - there is a great silence on earth today, a great silence and stillness.
The whole earth keeps silence because the King is asleep.

The earth trembled and is still because God has fallen asleep in the flesh and he has raised up all who have slept ever
since the world began.

God has died in the flesh and hell trembles with fear.
He has gone to search for our first parent, as for a lost sheep.

Greatly desiring to visit those who live in darkness and in the shadow of death, he has gone to free from sorrow the
captives Adam and Eve, he who is both God and the son of Eve.

The Lord approached them bearing the cross, the weapon that had won him the victory.

At the sight of him Adam, the first man he had created, struck his breast in terror and cried out to everyone: "My Lord
be with you all." Christ answered him: "And with your spirit."

He took him by the hand and raised him up, saying: "Awake, O sleeper, and rise from the dead, and Christ will give
you light."

I am your God, who for your sake have become your son. Out of love for you and for your descendants | now by my
own authority command all who are held in bondage to come forth all who are in darkness to be enlightened, all who
are sleeping to arise. | order you, O sleeper, to awake.

| did not create you to be held a prisoner in hell. Rise from the dead, for | am the life of the dead. Rise up, work of my
hands, you who were created in my image.

Rise, let us leave this place, for you are in me and | am in you; together we form only one person and we cannot be
separated.

For your sake I, your God, became your son; I, the Lord, took the form of a slave; |, whose home is above the heavens,
descended to the earth and beneath the earth. For your sake, for the sake of man, | became like a man without help,
free among the dead. For the sake of you, who left a garden, | was betrayed to the Jews in a garden, and | was
crucified in a garden.

See on my face the spittle | received in order to restore to you the life | once breathed into you.

See there the marks of the blows | received in order to refashion your warped nature in my image.

On my back see the marks of the scourging | endured to remove the burden of sin that weighs upon your back.
See my hands, nailed firmly to a tree, for you who once wickedly stretched out your hand to a tree.

| slept on the cross and a sword pierced my side for you who slept in paradise and brought forth Eve from your side.
My side has healed the pain in yours. My sleep will rouse you from your sleep in hell. The sword that pierced me has
sheathed the sword that was turned against you.

Rise, let us leave this place. The enemy led you out of the earthly paradise.
I will not restore you to that paradise, but | will enthrone you in heaven.

| forbade you the tree that was only a symbol of life, but see, | who am life itself am now one with you. | appointed
cherubim to guard you as slaves are guarded, but now | make them worship you as God.

The throne formed by cherubim awaits you, its bearers swift and eager.

The bridal chamber is adorned, the banquet is ready, the eternal dwelling places are prepared, the treasure houses of
all good things lie open.

The kingdom of heaven has been prepared for you from all eternity."

- From an ancient homily for Holy Saturday

-—«>—~«>§}<>—<>o§a>—<>§<>—o—
St. Cyril of Alexandria -

“He took what was ours to be his very own so that we might have all that was His.”
Christ shared in our death, so we could share in His life.
He died with us, so we could rise with Him, so we could rise into true life, authentic life; life with Him, without end.
No longer helpless creatures, trapped by sin and death, but rather transformed into the children of God,
resurrected into the life and joy of Christ.



MpéocwTtra - KaBpéPTeg TNG M. EBSopadag

‘H MeydAn ‘ERSoudda Aeitoupyel we €va TIVEUHATIKO Kapdloypdpnua, ws évag GAAog kaBpépTng To0 BabuTtepou
¢autol pag. Td didgopa TpoowTra TAg ioTopiag Tol Maboug Tol Kupiou pdg rpokalodv v dolue ToAunpd kai Tatreiva
TA OIKN YOG oTAoN Kai oxéan padi Tou.

Kupiakr 1@v Baiwy. NAa: Oi d6eg wuxég mou Oév vipémovTal va ékdnAwaoouv TAV AydaTrn Toug TPog TOV
Xploto, GANG auBdpunta xaipovtal kai Tavnyupilouv kdBe @opd ToU ouvavTiolv TOv Xpiotd ot Jwn Kai
KaBnuePIvVOTNTA TOUG.

loudaiol {nTokpauyalovTeg: Tpayikoi GvOpwTrol. Moo £mKivEuvog uTToPET VA £ival 6 évBoUGIAoAS, AQOT UTTOPET
o716 TéAog va kaTahngel va oTaupwaoel Tov Oed. Emeaveiakoi avBpwTrol, eUKOAa TTapacUpOEVOl. ZTAUpwWTES. AAiyovo!

MnTépa uikv ZeBedaiou: ZnTa a1To TOV XPIoTO KpuPd va dotdael padi Tou ToUg uioug Tne. Mapegrynon g oxéong
ME TOV Oed. Ada xwpic Ztaupd. AveubuvotnTa, UTToKpigia. @cwpolv TAV oxéon WYé TOV Oed GUUPEPOVTOAOYIKN Kai
ATTOKAEIOTIKG TTPOCWTTIKA UTTOBeoN. O Oedg atToyonTeUETAl.

loudag: Mpodoaia. Kabe gopd mol 6 Oedg atroyonTeUel, OTTEUSOUV VA TOV TTPOdWOoUV Hé GANO TPOTTO, E0WTEPIKA.
Marti 6 ©e6¢ dév ToUG Xapilel O,TI auToi Bewpolv owaoTd, dikalo Kai avaykaio. "H di6TI ToUg Tiipe auTéd A alTév amd
KOVTA ToUuG, w¢ BapPapog kai aveAéntog, yeyovog amapddekTo yi autolc. BAaoenuia.

Mérpoc: Oi TOAAG UTTOOXOMEVOI Kai ATTOAUTA Giyoupol Wé TOV €autd TOuG. Auvapikoi pév GAAG kaBdhou
diateBelpévol va reBavouv yid Tov XpioTtd. Meydha Adyia, xwpic avtikpuopa. Weudonpwioyoi Ti¢ dekdpag. O XploTdg
MAAAov BéAel EpydTeg Pé B1dBean Buaoiag. ‘QoToco, yetavonuévol, uropolv vd yivouv peydlol apxnyoi TAg TioTng.

Moépvn: ‘H éAtTida OAwv. ApapTwhoi GvBpwTrol, Piepol Kai eUTEAEIC yéoa OTrV KATAVTIO TOUuG. Bpiokouv, 6uwg,
TENIKA TOV Opdpo yId TéV XpioTd. Eilikpivig ) yetdvoia. Mnydader ammé kapdid mou ayatd oAU 1ov Kuplio. Ki 6 Xpiotdg
ayatrd oAU TéToloug avBpwTToug. "Exouv ayia Tatreivwarn, TToAAA dydrrn Kai peyaAn dvaun aAayiig.

MAdrog: MpoTiyolv T& KaAd Toug ExovTa, Tr) BOAEWR Toug, TV Béon Toug TTapd va UTrepaaTioTolv TV GARdeia
Kai va opohoyrioouv TTioTn oTov XpioTo. Adlagopolv Kai VITITouv TAg Xeipag Toug TrpoaTd otV TTpdKAnan TS {wig
100 XpioTo0 AAAG Kai kdBe aAnRBeiag yid T\ cwTtnpia 100 GAAou. ®PoBolvTal vd avtikpuoouv TRV &AnBeia. Akolv
TEPIOCOTEPO TOV OXAO TTapd TO KaAeapa To00 @col ot wh Toug. Mé Trv €00UVN Kai EyKpior Toug uTropodv vd yivouv
TEPAOTIO EYKAAUOTA.

Ziuwv 6 Kupnvdiog: Znkwvel TV Z1aupd padi ué 1ov Xpioto. “OTroiog dkoAoubel Td Xvdpla To0 XpioTod, ONnKWwVEl
Kai Aiyo &mmé 16 Bdpog 100 NoAyoBd. Xapd oé 6ooug ampoopeva R pdvola ToUg Epepe G€ auTd TOV polo. Od
pvnuovevovTal yid TTavTa.

Ek de€iiov Anotig: Oi aknBiva €gutrvol avBpwtrol. MpoAaBaivouv TRV TeAeuTaia oTiyur va repdoouv péca améd
TV Xapapdda Tiic BaoiAciag o0 ©col. KaBdoAa évtigol pé Trv Trapadoxr TAg auapTwAdTNTAC Toug, Aév éTrnpeddovTal
atro Tév Qaivopevikd aduvarto Oed, dpoloyoldv TOV XpIoToé wg Tév aAnNBivd Oed Toug Kai BEAouv TTOAU va cwBodv.

lwavvng: O Tameivég GvBpwtrog Ti¢ kapdiag. Miotdg Tavia atdév Xpiotd, dBdpuBog kai oTabepdc. ivetal
deuTepog Uidg TAg Mavayiag. O XploTog xapiel o€ auTov BdBog Beoloyiag kai 6paong TWV HEANOVTWY.

Mupo@dpeg: AkdAouBol To0 XpioTol. ToAYodv va gival ué Tév XpioTé dkdpa kai dTav dAa kai Aol Toug ATrelAolv.
Aywneolv k&be Kivduvo ki dg @aivovtal aTéd pdTia TV UtToAoiTrwy dvéonTol kai dduvarol. Avtapeifovtal ué T Béa Thg
AvdaoTtaong.

Owuac: ‘O KaAdg &mmioTog. Aév moTeUel ETTEIdA Oév BEAel, GANG TTeidr) TTOBET TTOAU Tév Oed. Aév gival SAol oi
dmoTol 16 id10. "AtmoTol Owuadeg 6ol ival EToIol vé dUoAoYRoouY, «O KUPIOS Hou Kai 6 Oed¢ puoux». Mevikd EmioTol
0oo1 apvolvtal TEIoPWd®NG Xapiv avTidpaong kai AoyikokpaTiag i yid v dikaioAoynoouv TRV RBIKA axaAivwTn {wr
TOUG.

levikd kdBe BRApa kai otadio 1ol MAaBoug Yag Ppiokel AVTIMETWTTOUS WE TTOAAEG TTPOKARCEIS aUTOKPITIKAG. Mépa
WG &od TG émpépoug, auTod T6 id1o 16 Mabog Tol Kupiou givar 1) atmdAuTn TTPOKANGCN aUTOKPITIKAS. M6G0 dAnBIva
ayatr@ 1oV ©¢o, Téo0o TTpaydaTika agifw Tig Buaiag kai dydrng Tou;
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